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CRIME 'CONFEDERACY" SMASHED;

TORRANCE POLICE LEAD ROUNDUP

AT

A Penny
for

your

Thoughts |

0

Noting that school is about
out for the summer, that JUNE
is here, and putting two and
two together, the HERALD
“Penny” photographer this
week asked:

“What do you think about
young men and women just
out of high school getting
married?

Answering were:
Mrs, Richard G. Colburn,
1820 Andreo,
housewife:
“They defi-
nitely should
wait, but if
they are deter-
mined the par-
ents should
notstandin
. their way, but
should try to

°

help them.”
» »

Gaudiose Bilodeau, Ames-
bury, Maine, visiting here;

“It is not y
too good for
them to get
married too
soon, I think
young people
should go
ahead with
their schools §
get some ex-
perience in 3
the world before getting mar-
ried.”

L] - -
M. Singer, Torrance Shoe
Mart:
Idon’t think
the youngsters

should get
married too
young, Par-
ents should
oppose young
marriages to a
reasonable ex-
; tent®ut
should not force their children
to run away to get married.”
L L] L]

Clyde Baumgardner, 1441
Marcelina, finance company

“Ibelieve-
young people
should wait
until they are
old enough to
realize what
the responsis
bilities of mars
riage are.
They should
wait until they are older—at
least of legfl agf." .

Mrs. Charles Dunn, Gardena,
housewife,
“It’s nice for
the boy to go
on to college,
but as for the
girl, she does
not need the
advanced edu-
cation as
much The
parents should

”

help If they can.
.

Mrs. Douglas M. Swan, 19333
Hinsdale, housewife:

“It is alright
if they really
sant to get
narrvied, It de-
pends on the
children, and
if they plan
to go ahead
with their ed:
ucation. The :
parents ™
should encourage the children
{o be sure before they make
(he move, Young marriages,
however, usually work out,”

Police Identify

Body in

Slough

Sheriff’s homicide aeputies reported yesterday that the
body of a woman found Friday in a slough east of Torrance

has been tentatively identified
68, of East Los Angeles.

as that of Mrs, Lillian Evans,

Fingerprints taken from the body are being sent to the

FBI for positive identification,
deputies told The HERALD,

Further investigations into
the death of the woman, be-
lieved to have been dead from
one to two weeks, was ordered
yesterday after the coroner re-
ported that no apparent cause
of death could be found. She
had not suffered any visible
sighs of foul play, it was re-
ported. Microscopic examina-
tions will be made this week.

Mrs. Evans was first report-
ed missing by her family two
weeks ago.

The decomposed hody of the
woman was found in foot-deep
water east of Moneta Ave. near
its juncture with Figueroa.

Two boys hunting in the

(3 [}
Police Chief
To Support

op [ ] .
Pitchess' Bid

Torrance Police Chief Percy
Bennett today announced his
100 per cent support of Under-
sheriff Pete Pitchess, candidate
to succeed retiring Sheriff
Eugene W, Biscailuz.

“It is extremely important
that our department continue
to have the cooperation of the
Sheriff's department,” Bennett
said.

“Pitchess, undersheriff for
the past five years, will see
that this cooperation contin-
ues,” " the chief declared,

Local Youth
Wins Offices .
At College

Gene Walker, son of Mr, and
Mrs. Eugene K. Walker, 2232
231st St., a sophomore at Cali-
fornia Western University in
Point Loma, San Diego, was
elected to the student execu-
tive council and to the Pep
Squad for-the year 1958.59,

On May 16, Walker was elect-
ed to the executive council as
commissioner of social activi-
ties. Prior to his election he
had been serving as a member
of the social activities commit-
tee. Announcement of the win-
ners to the 12 man council was
made at a box social in the
Greek Theatre on the campus,

Walker was chosen as a
cheer leader in the election of
the new Pep Squad on May 23.
Active in promoting the spirit
and morale of the University,
he served the past year as
president of the Rally Club,

slaugh stumbled onto the body
at 12:30 p.m. Friday at the foot
of a 15-foot embankment,

A passing motorist, Arthur
Sneed Jr., of 18910 Cranbrook
Ave,, called authorities after
the boys hailed him.

The boys were identified as
Robin Palicco, 13, and Trby
Bartley, 12, both of Gardgna.

Fly Menace
Fightersto
Wage Battle

A committee known as the
“Fly Menace Fighters” has
been formed in Torrance with
Mrs. Lee Sahlin as chairman,

Purpose of the group, ac-
cording to the chairman, is to
create a normal health stand-
ard for the community.

“The house-fly or by now
better known as the' dairy-fly
has increased in population in
the past few years,” the chair-
man declared,

The committee also charged
that millions of dollars worth
of homes and real estate are
being affected as home buyers
prefer to purchase old or new
homes miles away from the
COw areas.

Those ‘interested in joining
the committee are requested
to phone Mrs. Sahlin, 18005
Atkinson Ave.

Union Votes
3tol for
Douglas Pact

A two-year contract boost-
ing wages from 2 to 11 cents
an hour was accepted Sunday
by International Assn. of Ma-
chinists locals at Douglas Air-
craft plants here, in El Segun-
do, and Santa Monica,

Acceptance by the warkers
at the two divisions of the
company was by a 3-1 margin,
union officials reported after
4000 union members had cast
ballots at the meeting at the
Hollywood Legion Stadium,
The contract is virtually the
same as the one accepted a
week before by the Douglas
Long Beach workers,

Added to the increase isa
16-cent cost-of-living raise, fit-
ting the contract into the pat-
tern set earlier when Lock-
head Aircraft Corp. employes
accepted raises ranging from
18 cents to 27 cents an hour,

ALL-NIGHT PARTY , .. Torance High School Seniors Roberta Rogan and
shown buying tickets to the PTA-sponsored all night party to follow graduation ceremon-
ies June 12. PTA members selling tickets to the pair are Mrs, Fern J. Mead and Mrs,
Bettye Smith, The party will be held at the Pacific Coast Club in Long Beach,

g . 2

Dale Mead are

Herald Photo

STREET SIGNS , . . County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn joins with local civic leaders in
inspecting new oversized street signs recently posted on Artesia Blvd, between Alameda St,
and Hawthorne Blvd, Supervisor Hahn recently requested the State Division of Highways
to provide the signs in order to agequately identify major cross streets, Shown from left:
Richard Fitzgerald, secretary-manager, Torrance Chamber of Commerce; O. R. Trueblood,
president, Torrance Chamber; Chester A, Brown, president, Lawndale Chamber of Com-
merce; Supervisor Hahn; Robert Longacre, president, Gardena Valley Chamber of Com-
merce, and Charles Welton, secretary-manager, Gardena Chamber,

Torrance will be represented
in the finals of the Miss Cali-
fornia Contest it was an
nounce today by O. R. True-

blood, president of the Tor-

Youth Band in 12th Annual
Spring Concert Here Monday

The Torrance Area Youth
Concert Band will give its an-
nual spring concert tomorrow
evening in the Torrance Civie
Auditorium beginning at 8:15,

This is the band’s 12th such
event since its beginning short-
ly after the war,*

It is also the first formal
concert the band has prepared
since they appeared at the
Midwest National Band Clinic
in Chicago last December and
played for 500 band directors
and music educators.

Numbers to be performed by

the band include the Ameri

can Overture for Band; Ameri-
can Salute, based on ‘“When
Johnny Comes Marching
Home,” by Morton Gould; Carl
Friedemann's Slavonic Rhap-
sody No, 1; Second Suite for
Band by Gustav Holst; Elsa's
Procession to the Catnhedral
from the opera, ‘“Lohengrin,"
by Richard Wagner, and the
Overture Solennelle (1812) by
Tchaikowsky, Jim Thompson,
student director, will conduct
the Beguine Festival by Glen
Osser,

A trumpet trio composed of
Gary Tiernan, Robert Taylor

and Kate Sunada will play the
“Three Modernaires” by
Lowell Little, and a brass quin-
tet composed of Robert Cairns,
Jim Thompson, Robert Calkins,
Ricky Bernardin ‘and Clive
Acker will play the “Prelude
and Fugue in C sharp minor,”
by Bach, This number was
especially arranged for this
program by Mr, Cairns, instru-
mental instructor at North
High School,

A small donation will be ac-
cepted at the deor for the pur-
pose of buying new instru.
ments,

rance Chamber of Commerce,

“Miss Torrance” will be se-
lected at the area finals June
7 at the Stadium Theatre and
will represent the community
in the “Miss California” Finals
in Santa Ana on June 14,

Due to the nature of the
contest, girls do not have to be
Torrance residents to enter,
Trueblood said, Stricter rules
would eliminate the possibility
of girls in cities not holding
Miss Universe Franchises for
participation in the series of
contests ending up with the
Miss Universe Finals on July
17 to 27 in Long Beach,

Girls wishing to enter are
urged to call the Chamber
Office for entry blanks,

An entrant must be an
American citizen, a resident of
California for at least six
months prior to June 7, 1058
and between the ages of 18
and 28 (born prior to July 1,
1040), She cannot be married
and must be of good character

"Miss Torrance’ To Represent City in Finals

and possess poise, personality,
charm, beauty of face and fig-
ure; all judging will be on
these points,

EXERCISES
AT EDISON
SCHEDULED

Eighth grade graduation
exercises will be held at Edi-
son School June 11 at 7 p.m,
with Dr. Howard Wood pre-
senting diplomas to 66 stu-
dents.

Feature of the program
will be the announcement of
the Edison Olympies Champ-
fons for the year, The boy and
girl receiving the highest num-
ber of points in a self-com.
petitive series of athletic
events are given the honor,

The chorus, under the direc:
tion of Mrs, Paula Di'Fiore,
third grade teacher, will sing.
The orchestra will be directed
by Mrs, Doris Crosier,

Claim Solution
To 121 Crimes

Smashing of a loosely knit “confederacy” which has
been tagged with more than 100 crimes in the Torrance-
southwest area, was announced here this week by Police

Chief Percy G. Bennett,

Crediting a joint drive by Torrance and neighboring

police officers for the round-
up, Chief Bennett said smash-
ing of the loosely organized
gang accounted for burglaries
and thefts in which more than
$25,000 hag been taken,

Arrest of the various sus-
pects began several weeks ago
after a conference of detec-
tives from surrounding depart-
ments was called by Torrance.

Investigation of the various
crimes in the area began under
the coordination of M, H, Por-
ter, assistant chief of the Tor-
rance department. A day and
night watch of suspects, and a
close watch over potential
sites for their operations, was
set up under Porter’s super-
vision, Officers staked out on
top of business buildings at
night for several weeks, using
walkie-talkies and night glasses
in an effort to get a lead on
the operations, ,

The First Break

The first break came after
nine days when Allan L, Cox,
28, of 1634 W, 214th St,, was
arrested, He was rteportedly
loading stolen goods into a
trailer at his home,

Arrested in quick succession
after Cox had been jailed were
Harry E. Lathrop, 28, of Re-
dondo Beach; Bill L. Rober-
son, 25, Redondo Beach; Roger
Deitiege, 23, 25002 Oak §St.,
Lomita; Richard L. Benfer, 39,
Lawndale, and Clarence L.
Rehfeld, 21, of Lawndale.

All were jailed on charges
of burglary.

Other Charges

Arrested on other charges
were Dennis Shelby, 22, Lawn-
dale, robbery; Gail E, Cret-
singer, 25, 4609 W. 161st St.,
narcotics; Charles E, Mitchell,
28, 21404 Vera St.; Oscar B.
Bailey, 27, 21936 Main St., and
Albert Bullock, 47, Los Ange-
les, The latter three were
arrested by Harbor police as
suspects in a car theft ring.
Bailey and Mitchell are be-
lieved to be involved with
other suspects in the bur-
glaries,

Among the 121 crimes tied
to the “confederacy” were 46
in the Harbor Division of Los
Angeles; Lennox Sheriff's Di-
vision, 25; Gardena, 5; Her-
mosa Beach, 1; Manhattan
Beach, 13; Torrance, 18; Long
Beach, 4; Redondo Beach, 7;
El Segundo, 1; Hawthorne, 1,
and Compton, 1, *

Among the Torrance crimes
apparently cleared up were

(Continued on Page 6)

Meadow Park
Graduation
Set June 12

Meadow Park will graduate
70 eighth grade students at
exercises held in the school
cafetorium. The ceremonies
will begin at 8 p.m, Thursday,
June 12, Admission will be by
ticket only.

The graduation program will
have a patriotic theme and
will highlight short talks by
the graduates and include
musical numbers, Musical
numbers will be directed by
Joe Hicks accompanied by
Mrs. Georgina Benson, both
teachers at Meadow Park,

Walter A, Garrabrant, mem-
ber of the Board of Education,
will present the diplomas to
the graduates, assisted by the

elghth grade teachers, David
Ellsworth and John Milor,

1

ALLAN L. COX
+ + « Leads to Arrests

5

GAIL CRETSINGER
« «« Nabbed with Others

Coordinating
Council Sets
Installation

Torrance Coordinating Coun-
cil will install new officers
Friday at the Palms Restaurs
ant, following a dinner meet.
ing.

Mrs. John Mangan, who suc:
ceeds Dr., Warren Low, will be
installed as president of the
group.

Installing officers for the
new slate will be B, P, Gruens
dyke director of the Departs
of Community Service, Los
Angeles County.

Gruendyke's department ass
sists all Coordinating Councils
in the county to serve as
champions of needed projects
in their community in the field
of youth services, culture bet-
terment and civic improves
ment,

Also to be installed will be
H. G. Stephans, first vice presis
dent; Jim Harmon, second vice
president; Mrs, Hal La Moor,
corresponding secretary; Mrs,
Vi Whittington, recording secs
retary; Ted Olson, treasurer;
Mrs. Robert Orsini, federation
representative.

Coed Elected AWS
President at UC

Connie Walton, daughter of
W. E, Walton, 1415 Acacla
Ave., has been re-elected presi-
dent of the associated women
students at the University of
California, Riverside.

A junior at UCR this year,
Miss Walton is enrolled in the
soclal sciences division, She is
a member of the Glengarries.
and the Tam O'Shanters,
women's soclal service groups.
She is a 19556 graduate of Tor-
rance High School,



